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SPRING TIME! 

 There are many signs of spring, bees out and about, Red Buckeye 

blooming, many little plants sticking little green stems up from the 

ground……. 

 Another sign of spring is the putting up of signs along the coastal 

nesting sites.  These signs mark the boundary for the protection of the 

seashore nesting bird areas.  One of the areas is the south end of Lee-

Hutaff Island.  Image below 

 

 
 South end of Lee-Hutaff, Rich’s Inlet 

 The sandy area/scrub area is ideal for our nesting shore birds such as 

the Terns, the Oyster Catchers and the Skimmers. 

 The person and organization that supervises this endeavor is Lindsay 

Addison, Coastal Biologist of Audubon North Carolina.  



 
Lindsay with Sign designed by Wrightsville school kids 

  On April 3rd of this year, she organized a group of volunteers to boat 

over to the island to put up the signs.  This involves, hauling some signs a 

half mile or so, digging a hole for each sign, putting up string between all 

of the signs and finally, tying orange ribbons to the string to make it 



visible.  Note the sign that Lindsay is standing by.  There are serious signs 

that give a “KEEP OUT, nesting area” warning but it is observed that the 

kid-designed signs like this one, tend to be more effective with their 

unique approach. 

 

 
A volunteer hauling some signs to be put up. 

 

 Note the barren sandy area, seemingly unlikely for nests.  This is 

exactly the terrain the colony of the shorebirds like and will create a nest 

which is usually just a scooped-out cavity. 

 Another nesting area is the south end of Wrightsville Beach.  It is 

easily viewed by visitors. Later on this year, if you are interested in seeing 

some of the nesting colony, this is an easy place to visit and there are 

volunteer stewards to guide folks around the site.  Watch this excellent 



YouTube video featuring Lindsay and Walker Golder explaining the 

importance of the steward program.  See some excellent images of the 

birds we are talking about. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDBbmZALHIU 
 

 For more information about Lee-Hutaff island and its role as an IBA 

(Important Bird Area) go to 
http://nc.audubon.org/conservation/lea-hutaff-island-iba 
 

 

LOOKING FOR A FEW NEW NEIGHBORS 

 

 
Barred owl 

 As with many of our birds, nesting places are becoming scarce as 

human development occurs.  Dr. Billy McNulty took it upon himself to 

build and have the city install 6 boxes. 

 Billy grew up in the south with the night sounds of Barred owls.  

Living here in Wilmington, he thought that there was no reason they 

couldn’t be here also if they only had some nesting places.  In the garage 

of his house, he constructed some boxes to be installed. 

 He was surprised to find out that the city was willing to put them up.  

There are 6 scattered around our area.  You may see one of them down by 

Greenfield Lake.  Below is one in the Forest Hills area. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDBbmZALHIU
http://nc.audubon.org/conservation/lea-hutaff-island-iba


 
 Barred Owl nest box 

 Cape Fear Audubon will be meeting with the city to help insure that 

the boxes are maintained.  More information will come on the status of 

getting the Barred Owl to be our neighbor. 

 

UNCW SEAHAWK AUDUBON  

 This is the first year of the newly formed Cape Fear Audubon 

affiliate, the UNCW Seahawk Audubon.  They are an enthusiastic group 

of students with an extreme interest in looking after the welfare of our 

birds. 

 Climate Change and our birds is a concern for environmentally 

concerned citizens. The Seahawk Audubon is hosting a symposium on 

Climate change.  It is to be held on April 15 at UNCW.  There is still time 

to sign up.  Go to 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/uncw-audubon-climate-change-symposium-tickets-23946113470?aff=affiliate1 

for details and to register. 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/uncw-audubon-climate-change-symposium-tickets-23946113470?aff=affiliate1


 

LIBRARY NATIVE PLANT GARDEN 

 A tree grows in Wilmington.  Actually, trees, a variety of native 

plants, and a little information about the plants will be displayed.  We are 

talking about the existing garden next to the Library at 3rd and Chestnut 

which will be renovated. Spear headed by the New Hanover County 

Library, it is intended to showcase a variety of native plants to illustrate 

the beauty and necessity of having native plants.  Cape Fear Audubon 

and the Native Plant Society are participating in the creation of the garden 

scheduled to be open this summer or fall, depending on how the 

contracting process proceeds. 

 

INVASIVES 

 This is a brief reminder about the invasive plants you may find in 

your yard.  Why are we harping on the invasive plants? First, they have 

very little or no food value to our birds.  They usually out-compete the 

native plants and will spread fairly easily.  Here are the most seen 

Invasive plants. 

 

Elaeagnus,  Chinese privet, Japanese privet, Japanese Honeysuckle, 

Periwinkle, English Ivy, Nandina 

 

A good source for identification and control 

“Nonnative Invasive plants of Southern Forest, A field guide for 

identification and Control, James H. Miller 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/fia/manual/Nonnative_Invasive_Plants_of_So

uthern_Forests.pdf 

Or Google the title and it will lead you to it. 

As far as control, pull it out of the ground if you can.  Larger ones, cut off 

near the ground and spray roundup on the stub. 

 

 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/fia/manual/Nonnative_Invasive_Plants_of_Southern_Forests.pdf
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/fia/manual/Nonnative_Invasive_Plants_of_Southern_Forests.pdf


 

PARTING SHOT 

Another sign of spring: An Osprey carrying a stick back to the nesting 

site.  Don’t you wonder how comfortable a nest of sticks like this must be? 

 
Photo by John Sutton 

 

Question or comments about the articles in this newsletter contact 

info@capefearaudubon.org 

Please feel free to pass on this newsletter. 

 

If you are receiving this and are not a member but wish to join, go to 

www.capefearaudubon.org and click on membership and download a 

membership application form. 

 

Charley Winterbauer, President, Cape Fear Audubon Society 

mailto:info@capefearaudubon.org
http://www.capefearaudubon.org/

